SCAGPO Presentation:
Making Sense of Price Indices:  CPI / PPI 

Go to:  http://www.bls.gov/ 

If your clauses references an escalation based on the Consumer Price Index (CPI), go to the following link:

http://www.bls.gov/cpi/home.htm 

On the next page under, “Get Detailed CPI Statistics,” go to, “Create Customized Tables (One Screen).”

Select, “All Urban Consumers (Current Series).”

A window will pop up asking you to make four selections:

1. Select an Area,  (Use “US City Average”)

2. Select one or more items (which “item” is dependent on the selected solicitation clause),

3. Select Seasonal Adjustment (only use “Not Seasonally Adjusted”),

4. Get Data.

Another window will pop up with an extensive grid.  Select, “More Formatting Options.”

On the next screen, leave in “Table Format,” select “Original Data Value” and “12 Month Percent Change,” specify year range (typically one calendar year), leave selection for “All Time Periods,” and click, “Retrieve Data.”  Alternatively, you can select one month out of the year for the escalation.

In the example, the month of March yields a one year unadjusted percent change for All Items of 2.8%.

