ANNUAL TIME LINE FOR VEHICLE
SOLICITATIONS / CONTRACTS
IMPORTANT NOTICE:  This estimated time line should be fairly consistent from year-to-year.  It would take a substantial change in our approach to these contracts for the time line to shift significantly.  Please do not call this office to confirm this information.  The 300-500 phone calls received each year inquiring as to when the new contracts will be in place consumes a considerable amount of time (for both parties) and slows the process down.
The following ESTIMATED time line is provided so that parties interested in MMO statewide term contracts for vehicles will know what to expect.  It is listed in reverse order because the majority of the inquiries received are asking when the contracts will be available for placing orders.  We plan to proceed as follows:

1. Contracts Awarded and Posted on the Web sometime early November (every year)
2.  Bids will be drafted and issued by early to mid September

3.  Specification Committee meetings (with and without vendors) will be in July & August

4. Vendors required to provide notice that they do not intend to exercise the option to renew by July 15th of the then current contract term.  Contracts are bid with a 1 year initial term and a 1 year option to renew.  Some of the contracts bid last year may be rolled over or, in other words, extended for 1 year.  If a contractor does not “OPT OUT” and their contract “Rolls Over”, the following will occur:
· “Order Cut Off Date” information will be deleted

· New model year will be listed

· “Contract Period Ends:” date will be adjusted/extended 1 year 

· If any price increases were approved, the new prices will be listed 
CONTRACT SHEETS LOCATION:  The contract sheets are listed on the MMO website (www.state.sc.us/mmo/ - click on “Term Contracts”, then click on “Goods and Services Contracts”, then scroll down to and click on “VEHICLES”).  The web pages will walk you through the rest of the way.  Contract users can place orders against the rolled over contracts as soon as the roll over information is posted.

5. Contractors, with contracts ending in the fall (not rolling over), will have the opportunity to sell the new model year at the previous model year’s prices (no price increases will be considered) through the end of the contract term.  Should they agree to these terms, the following changes will be noted on the index and contract sheets:

· “Order Cut Off Date” information will be deleted

· New model year will be listed

IMPORTANT:  These contracts will end in the fall (usually October 31st).  The associated vehicles will be re-bid and this office does not know what pricing will be achieved.  Plan accordingly.

Thank you for interest and participation in these contracts.

Allen Register, CPPO

Senior Procurement Manager
