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March 29, 2006
TO:   

South Carolina MMCAP Member Facilities

RE:

Member Facility Information Update Requirement from MMCAP
Member facilities should have recently received two (2) important documents from MMCAP.  The first document is a new MMCAP Member Application.  The second document is a MMCAP Facility Membership Agreement.  The purpose of both documents is to verify facility eligibility to purchase via MMCAP contracts, improve the risk position of both the member facilities and MMCAP by emphasizing the “Own Use” requirement, and update facility information.   MMCAP has been informed that SC will not complete this tasking by April 3rd.  MMCAP is willing to work with us regarding the suspense date, but would appreciate an expedited effort by the State Procurement Office and Member Facilities.  Let’s do what we can to finish this tasking as quickly as possible.  Please complete and forward both documents (with attachments) to this office for review.  Upon approval, we will forward to MMCAP for processing.
Complying with the “Own Use” requirement is critical for the future of MMCAP and its members.  Litigation from the private sector resulting from violations of the “Own Use” provision is costly and places all of our operations at risk.  The keys to success are to:

1. Purchase items to be used within our operations/programs.  For example, we purchase and dispense pharmaceuticals that are prescribed by doctors on our staff or under contract with the governmental entity.  We do not use MMCAP contracts to purchase and dispense drugs prescribed by other doctors nor purchase drugs to be dispensed by others.

2. Limit use of MMCAP contracts to governmental entities that are eligible to use SC Statewide Term Contracts.  The following classifications are often used as a “Rule of Thumb” when determining which governmental entities are eligible to use contracts established by this office:  

a. State Legislature

b. Governmental entities created by an act of the State Legislature

c. SC Political Subdivisions

d. Governmental entities created by an act of a SC Political Subdivision’s legislative body (county council, city council, etc.)

This office will provide the legal documentation to MMCAP defining the classifications of governmental bodies that are eligible to procure items via MMCAP contracts.  Each Facility will need to attach to their application a copy of the legislation (act, ordinance, resolution, etc.) that defines what governmental body/entity classification applies to their organization.

NOTE:  State agencies, cities, counties, and school districts should have little difficulty finding the legislation that establishes their classification.  However, some public service or special purpose districts may have more difficulty finding same.  Please use the “Rule of Thumb” referenced on the previous page to identify probable areas to search.  We will provide whatever assistance we can to those who have difficulty finding the required information.  

As you have probably experienced elsewhere, databases tend to become less and less accurate over time.  The MMCAP member information database is due an update.   This office uses their database to send out mass e-mails and no less than 15-20 e-mails are kicked back as undeliverable each time we use the database.  That is significant when considering we have 90-95 facility contacts for our 400+ MMCAP accounts (many contacts have multiple accounts).  The information we forward to contacts throughout the year may be of vital importance to one or more of those facilities with inaccurate e-mail addresses.  It is also likely that additional facilities have old contacts and associated e-mail addresses still in place that need to be changed so the correct personnel receive future correspondence.
Both MMCAP and this office appreciate the fact that all of our customers, like us, are very busy.  This office and the MMCAP staff will spend a significant amount of resources reviewing, forwarding, and posting the information contained in your submittals.  It is doubtful that there would ever be a convenient time to accomplish this important task.

Sincerely,
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Allen Register, CPPO

Senior Procurement Manager

State Contact for MMCAP
Please visit our website at www.state.sc.us/mmo/mmo
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